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Saturday    

December 21, 2019 
 

Black Canyon National Trail Gloriana TH South  
 

Approximately   30   Miles and   .75   Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”. 
  

 Type: DH       
 

 Start Time: 9am 
 

 Max Rating/Points: 3 / 1 
 

 Duration: 6 hrs 
   

 Elev. Change: 500 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  10 mi  
 

 Last Scouted: 12/8/19 

Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 

Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 

 Name  Tom Isham        
 Work Ph               
 Station               
 Home Ph  602-943-6104        
 Email  t_hiker@centurylink.net        
                     

Required Equipment:  Sturdy hiking boots; 2 Quarts Water; Trail snacks or lunch; Hat; Sunblock 
 

Recommended Equipment: Camera, trekking poles, hat and rain gear if necessary. A radio tuned to channel 6. 
 

Cautions and Special Preparations: This is considered a easy to moderate hike.  Potential Creek Crossings; Can be very 
hot, cold or rainy; lots of rocky and/or sandy trail.  There are no restrooms at the trailhead. 

 

Description:  An excerpt from the Arizona Highways Magazine.  “Bright Angel, the Peavine, Piestewa Peak ... even 
casual hikers have heard of those trails. They’re well known and well-traveled. But they have more than ubiquity in 
common. All three have been designated National Recreation Trails. Although not as exclusive as the National 
Scenic Trails (there are only 14 of those across the country, including the Arizona Trail), the NRTs are special. In 
all, there are 35 in Arizona. Some you’ve heard of. Others, maybe not. The Black Canyon NRT is one of the lesser 
knowns. The trail, which dates to the mid-1960s, runs for more than 80 miles from the Carefree Highway in Phoenix 
to the boundary of the Prescott National Forest, just beyond Mayer. There are several trailheads along the way. Like 
any long trail that’s too long to do as a day hike, this one needs to be hiked in segments.  
 
The BCNRT follows a route used by prehistoric Native Americans. And a century ago, in 1919, the Department of 
the Interior officially established the route as a livestock driveway — it was used by woolgrowers from the Phoenix 
area who herded sheep to and from their summer ranges in the Bradshaw Mountains and the Black Hills.”  
 
The out and back section we are hiking runs south from the Glorianna Trailhead for about 5 miles.  Though, you can 
turn around at any time.  The going is relatively flat.  We hiked the section to the north for about 5 miles and the 
trail was in great condition and should also be going south.  This is also a popular mountain bike trail and we should 
expect to see some along the way.  Depending on the weather, there is the potential for some minor creek crossings 
but they should be passible.  Any questions, call the hike leader. 
 
 
 

Driving Directions:   Glorianna Trailhead--From Phoenix, take Interstate 17 north. Take the Bumble 
Bee/Crown King Exit 248 and turn right on the frontage road then proceed approximately ½ 
mile to the trailhead on the left. From Prescott, take Interstate 17 south. Take the Bumble Bee 
Exit 248 and proceed approximately ½ mile to the trailhead on the left. No facilities available 
and no camping allowed. 

 

 


